
VILLAGE OF YELLOW SPRINGS 
RESOLUTION 2020-49 

 
OUTLINING ADDITIONAL PUBLIC HEALTH EMERGENCY PROTOCOLS IN THE 

VILLAGE OF YELLOW SPRINGS AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY  
 
WHEREAS, the Village of Yellow Springs continues to operate under a declaration of state 

of emergency based on the COVID19 pandemic as set forth in Resolution 2020-15, unanimously 
passed by Village Council on April 20, 2020; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Village on July 8, 2020, adopted Ordinance 2020-12 and Ordinance 2020-

13 to address precautions such as facial coverings and physical distancing in the Village;  
 
WHEREAS, the Village has partnered with the Greene County Health District in 

enforcement of statewide public health emergency orders including the statewide “mask mandate” 
issued by the Ohio Department of Health July 23, 2020; and  

 
WHEREAS, the Village intends to exercise its inherent police power under home rule to 

effectuate compliance with the Ohio Department of Health’s subsequent orders of November 13, 
2020, ordering compliance for retail and business establishments to require facial coverings and 
physical distancing; and November 15, 2020, limiting mass gatherings, 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, COUNCIL FOR THE VILLAGE OF YELLOW SPRINGS, 

OHIO HEREBY RESOLVES: 
 

Section 1. The Village of Yellow Springs Police Department shall follow the local 
protocol outlined for procedures to ensure compliance with the Ohio Department of Health 
orders issued November 13, 2020 and November 15, 2020. See Exhibits A, B and C. 

Section 2. Although the general preference of Village Council is to resolve local offenses 
through Mayor’s Court, the Chief of Police and Yellow Springs Police Department officers shall 
file charges under Village Codified Ordinance Section 660.02, Ohio Revised Code Section 
3701.81 (which have identical substantive language, except Village ordinance is titled 
“spreading contagion” while statute is titled “exposing others to contagion”) or Ohio Revised 
Code Section 3701.352 (prohibiting violation of any rule or order of the director or department 
of health to prevent a threat to the public caused by a pandemic) directly to Xenia Municipal 
Court as second-degree misdemeanors. 

Section 3. Upon the filing of criminal charges, the Chief of Police shall notify the person 
responsible for the business of the violation and may issue a temporary closure order of no more 
than 48 hours for any business found not in compliance. The Chief or Village Manager or 
designee shall report the violation to the Greene County Health Department and any other 
enforcement entity specified by the state or county. If those entities fail to investigate or take 
enforcement action within 10 days of such report, the Village Solicitor is authorized to seek an 
injunction for closure of any business not in compliance as a public health nuisance. 



Section 4.  Sidewalk obstruction is prohibited during the public health emergency to 
promote physical distancing near public rights of way. Village police officers shall cite any person 
who places, deposits or maintains merchandise, goods, material or equipment upon any sidewalk 
for more than one hour with violating Village Ordinance 660.10(C) into Mayor’s Court. 

 
Section 5. This Resolution is hereby declared to be an emergency measure under home 

rule power granted by the Village Charter and immediately necessary to preserve the public interest 
and for the health, safety and welfare of the Village of Yellow Springs. 

 
 
___________________________ 
Brian Housh, Council President 
 
Passed: 11-16-2020 
 
Attest: ____________________________ 
Judy Kintner, Clerk of Council  
 
 
ROLL CALL 
 
 Brian Housh __Y__ Marianne MacQueen ___Y_  Kevin Stokes _Y_ 
 
  Lisa Kreeger __Y_   Laura Curliss __N__ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Exhibit A to Resolution 2020‐49 

 

YSPD/Village COVID Protocol 
 

INDIVIDUALS 

1. Peace Officers will patrol downtown Yellow Springs as often as possible, 
hourly at a minimum, and will be equipped with at  least 10 masks at all 
times. This activity will be formally logged. 

2. If Officers encounter someone not wearing a mask, they will offer them 
one, which serves as a warning. If they refuse to wear it and do not claim 
an exemption, they will immediately be issued a citation. It is 
recommended that this be the end of the encounter. If they claim an 
exemption, then they should be asked to distance from others by at least 
6 feet. If they refuse, then they will be immediately issued a citation, and 
this can be the end of the encounter. 

3. If Officers again encounter, after at least an hour, the same individual not 
wearing a mask, they will issue a second citation. It is recommended that 
this be the end of the encounter. 

4. Repeat offenders or those who do not show up to Mayor’s Court should be 
handled 
with the same protocols that would be used in similar situations. [Explain 
this here.] 

5. Reports of individuals not wearing masks and/or distancing will be 
responded to immediately. 

 

BUSINESSES/VENDORS 

1. If a business or vendor is not displaying “mask required” signs on all public 
entrances or their booths, they will be provided with an appropriate sign 
created by the YS Chamber. 

2. If they do not post these signs during the encounter, they will be 
issued a written warning and reminded that a second violation will 
result in being closed for 24 hours. Officers will contact the newly 
formed Workers Comp Bureau Task Force about this offense. 

3. Follow‐up will be done within 12 hours and, if the signs are still not 
posted, a second warning will be issued and the Task Force will again be 
contacted. If they do not have the capacity to enforce the 24‐hour 
business shutdown order, the YSPD will do so. [If this requires an 



ordinance amendment, we will do this on 11/16. However, it has been 
indicated that we have existing code that allows the Village to do this.] 

4. Reports of businesses or vendors not requiring employees and 
customers to wear masks will be responded to immediately. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 



 

 
 



 
 
 
 



 
 
 



 
 
 



 
 
 
 



 


